
THE REFUGE - YOUTH MINISTRY
We have started our guys and girls Bible studies  for the winter session.  The girls are meeting at 
the Souter’s house  on the 1st and 3rd Thursday’s at 7pm  which is located north of Battlefield Rd. 
off Luster (1960 E. Woodland).  The guys are meeting at the Miller’s house  on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday’s at 7pm  which is located south of Battlefield Rd. off Greenbrier (3064 S. Greenbrier).  
We have chosen to have both the guys and girls to do a study on prayer.  We wil l be using the 
book “Power of a Praying Teen” by Stormie Omartian .  I am really excited about what God has 
been doing in The Refuge so far this year.   

Together In HIS Work,
Gary Miller
       
 

JABC Awana kicks off the month of March with the 
Southwest Missouri Regional Awana Games on Saturday, March 1.  
The games are for T&T clubbers and will be held at the Hillcrest High 
School gymnasium.  
Also this month we have "Popcorn with Pastor Craig" on March 5,

THEME NIGHTS: 
"Crazy Hat night" - March 12th
"Spring break movie night" - March 19th.  

Clubbers keep working on those handbooks!

 Mark Percival
 Awana Commander

KID’S KORNER

Attention Parents of kids in 1st - 6th grades.
The Virtue for March is COURAGE!..."Being 
brave enough to do what you should, 
even when you're afraid". We will be 
handing out the “Courage Crest” to 
parents the first Sunday in March.  When 
you see your kids doing what they should...
even when they are afraid...present them 
with the medal of courage.  You may 
want to accompany this with another 
reward, if you wish.  Don't forget to pick up 
the FridgeDoor.  This is a great tool to help 
you discuss what your kids are learning in 
252.
Attention Kids:  Throughout the month of 
March...ask your parents to tell you stories 
about how they showed the virtue of 
COURAGE! when they were kids.

Saints of the Month
Marvin & Elizabeth Cherry

FEBRUARY REMINDERS
SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2:30 PM
Baby shower for Shandy Miller

SUNDAY, MARCH 9
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 10:00 AM
Project Linus

SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 10:30 AM
Palm Sunday Children’s Music Program

MONDAY, MARCH 17, 5:30 PM
Victory Mission / Encounter Life Group

SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 10:30 AM
Easter, “Eyes of Faith” Musical

 

The Elders have approved the final set of plans for the 
new building project. There will soon be a set of plans and 
additional renders in the welcome area for everyone to 
see.

The family of Chuck Harrison has asked that if anyone 
wants to make a monetary donation in his memory, please 
do so by giving to the JABC/Chuck Harrison Memorial 
Building Fund.

NEW NEWS FOR JABC 
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! Dear JABC Family ,

We are so thankful for the love, prayers

and support that you have poured out 

on behalf of our family.

It is just another sign of the love you 

had for Chuck and us, and the warmth 

of that love is felt throughout our 

entire family.

Please keep us in your prayers.

Sherri and kids

KIT (Keeping in Touch)
Senior Adult Ministry

THURSDAY, 03/06, 9:00 AM
  Flea Market Ozark/Lunch at Tearoom
FRIDAY, 03/14,  4:30 PM
  Western Sizzl in’/Charlie & Jan Lee
THURSDAY, 03/20, 10:00 AM
  K.I.T. Meeting / Luncheon
MONDAY, 03/24,  3:00 PM
  Golden Corral
THURSDAY, 03/27,  8:30 AM
  Si lver Dollar City
CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
  El izabeth Ball   Opal Taylor
  Nell ie Green    David Eldred
  Mary Si ler         The Prewetts
  Mary Wright     Doris Mitchell

The Valentine Banquet was a “hearty” success!
 
If you weren't able to make it to the
 "Love and Laughter" Sweetheart 
Banquet, you missed a great time! 
The “sweethearts” who came 
received "Love and Laughter" 
galore with a wonderful meal 
and much laughter provided by 
Skinny Improv. Thanks to Erin  
Tucker, Kristin Carlton, Tim Eisenhour  
and Brandon Jackley  for being good sports in their 
on-stage participation. This event could not have been
possible without the help of people, behind the scenes, 
who worked so hard to make it a success. Be sure to 
stay tuned for other upcoming events. If you would l ike 
to be a part of this ministry, please contact Mike Percival .

 

WOMEN’S      MINISTRY

Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 3 from

8:00 to 3:30, when the Women’s Ministry will host, 

“Loving Well” with Beth Moore. Make plans now 

to attend a fun and fabulous day with the girls!!! 

More excitng details to come and sign up will 

begin this month.

Leanna Griffin

MISSIONS MINISTRY NEWS
“...testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”

Acts 20:24

Let’s try something new!  Instead of having several
mission offerings throughout the year, we’re going
to try this...one combined Mission offering!  This wil l  
include the Lottie Moon Christmas offering, the 
Annie Armstrong Easter offering and any other 
mission offering that comes up. We wil l do this in 
the months of September and October, so start
saving now. 

Easter Lil ies! Don’t forget to buy an Easter l i ly in honor 
or memory of your loved one!  The l i l l ies wil l  be placed 
in the sanctuary for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 
The cost wil l  be $7 each.

Sign Up Today!  We would love for you to join this 
exciting ministry. We need 1 more volunteer to help 
with this year’s events. Contact Nancy Souter.

Reaching to Teach
And

Teaching to Reach
“Discipleship is Our Priority”

STAFF
Craig D. Fields - Senior Pastor 

craigdfields@yahoo.com

Jonathan House -  Associate Pastor/Worship Minister
pastorjhouse@hotmail.com

Gary Miller - Student Minister
therefuge@jabc.net 

Ginny Reding - Children’s Minister 
ginnyreding@sbcglobal.net

Stephanie House - Nursery Director
angel_wings_boutique@hotmail.com

Rhonda Calhoun - Office Manager
staffjabc@yahoo.com
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 March Focus

  
  Youth Paint Ball                  03/01
  AWANA Games

  S. Miller Baby Shower         03/02

  
  Youth Guat. Trip Meeting   03/06

  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME!   03/09

  Project Linus                      03/13

  PALM SUNDAY                        03/16
  Youth Lunch

  Victory Mission/Encounter    03/17
  Springfield Schools 
  Springbreak Week

  K.I.T. Lunch/Meeting              03/20

  EASTER SUNDAY                      03/23

  Communion Service              03/30

 
 

 

I am writing this on the Monday after we lost Chuck Harrison so everything is still 
fresh and the hurt still very real and deep.  I have heard it said that in the loss of 
a loved one, the degree of grief is in direct proportion to the degree of love we 
have for the person.  If this is true, then it explains why we are all having such a 
hard time.  I in no way, want to present Chuck as anything more than an 
imperfect man, who was attempting to walk daily with the Lord.  But, that said, 
I thank God for the gift of Chuck to my life and for what he meant to the church 
family as a whole.

It was said over and over again at the visitation and funeral that Chuck had the 
ability to make others around him feel special and that they mattered to him.  
From where I sit, I believe he had a pretty good beat on the importance of 
people.  His life was an expression of the command to love one another.  He 
lived a life of caring for and of being involved in people’s lives.  People mattered 
to him and it showed.  I have long said that church life is all about relationships, 
first and foremost with God, and then with one another.  That is why the 
difficulties of church can hurt so much, but when we love one another we can 
also help people to heal and be a source of comfort and restoration.  This only 
comes as the individuals of the church commit to stay together no matter what 
and commit to love one another.  Ron Waldemer said something interesting at 
the funeral. He said that Chuck “pursued people,” meaning he initiated the 
contact and invited people to go places and to do things.  I think that was a 
very keen observation and is worthy of our consideration.

It is my hope that we will not waste this pain and suffering, this trial that the Lord 
has allowed us to go through.  It is my hope that we will take this time to examine 
the degree of our love for one another; that we will examine how we are 
demonstrating that love towards one another; that we will ask God to help us 
love each other on a deeper, personal level; and that we would love more 
completely.  It is my hope that we will ask God to show us the different 
ways we can express our love and that He would give us a desire to show our 
love more often.  Again, Chuck was not perfect, but he was ahead of the game 
in the area of loving others.  I pray you will allow God to use this season to grow 
you and refine you in the area of loving one another.

Craig Fields

JEFFERSON AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
316 E Sunshine
Spr ingf ield, MO 65807

“Return Service Requested”

Off ice: 417.881.8866
Fax:     417.881.0537
Emai l :   staff jabc@yahoo.com

REFLECTIONS FROM THE HEARTREFLECTIONS FROM THE HEART
Mrs. Failure was a woman whose actions defied her name.  Even though she had lost a leg to 
diabetes and lived in a cramped, one-room apartment, she spent her time smiling rather than 
sulking. My childish curiosity would get the best of me as I imagined her readying herself for bed. 
Did her artificial leg sleep with her or did it rest in its own secure spot? When I close my eyes, I can 
still see her these forty-some years later—her white, neatly-combed hair, her arms resting on her 
crutches, her eyes sparkling.  I even see the shoeboxes. Mrs. Failure and shoeboxes—they just went 
together. Every holiday,  she came to church with shoeboxes, neatly wrapped in bright, shiny 
aluminum foil and filled with cookies.  Mrs. Failure had a knack for making them—plump, soft, and 
chewy.  Some were raisin-filled; others were iced with sugary, delicious topping. Mrs. Failure made 
me feel special when she handed me the box of cookies as a gift. I’m sure I didn’t appreciate the 
time she spent in her tiny kitchen, standing on one good leg as she mixed batch after batch of 
cookie dough. I didn’t recognize the sacrifice, but I did recognize the love. Every holiday, Mrs. 
Failure let me know she cared as she offered her gift of love wrapped in a box.  Many years later, 
as I would drive down St. Louis Street, I would pass by her little apartment, and I’d say to myself, 
I ought to stop by and see Mrs. Failure. But I was always in a hurry. Places to go, you know….things 
to do. I would see her later. Before later came, Mrs. Failure was gone. 

Last month, our church body lost a member of our family. As my own family was grieving over 
Chuck’s death, both Royce and Joshua spoke of his impact on them as their AWANA leader and 
youth Sunday School teacher. Each boy individually mentioned how Chuck continued to seek 
them out when they came home from college and later, in Royce’s case, from Indiana after his 
marriage, and how he seemed to genuinely want to know what was going on in their lives. They 
recognized his love.  

When Jesus touched the eyes of the blind man; when He fed the crowd; when He called out for 
Lazarus to come forth; when He held the children; one thing identified Him.  His love.  Oh, that I 
can love like that.

Blessings,
Ginny Reding


